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{ One of life’s most persistent and urgent questions Are, ‘What are you doing for others?’ 
We at Real estate FoRum wish we had the wisdom to have come up with that sentence 

on our own, but the credit goes to one of the great leaders of our day, Martin Luther 
King, Jr.   

Not that we are comparing our feature of the commercial real estate industry’s Best 
Bosses to Dr. King’s life mission but his words—these words in particular—can and do 
apply.  

As does John Maxwell’s axiom, “The pessimist complains about the wind. The optimist 
expects it to change. The leader adjusts the sails.” 

Or Norman Schwarzkopf’s advice: “Leadership is a potent combination of strategy and 
character. But if you must be without one, be without the strategy.”

Or one of our favorites from Theodore Roosevelt: “The best leader is the one who has 
sense enough to pick good men to do what he wants done, and the self-restraint to keep 
from meddling with them while they do it.”

For the third consecutive year, we have examined the industry landscape in search of 
executives that exemplify the best in leadership. And boy, did we find them. 

In almost all cases, the people we selected are noteworthy for the relationships they 
have forged with their employees. In others, we have lauded professionals who have 
guided their companies through perilous times or challenging markets. Some of these 
executives have overcome severe health challenges and still managed to maintain their 
corporate path. In other instances, people have had to step into the role of CEO on the 
heels of a departure of a beloved leader. In all cases they persevered. 

As you read through the following pages we hope you are as personally and 
professionally inspired as we were when we first learned about their stories.
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